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HEBREWS,  ix.  27. 

“ii  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but  after  this  the  judgment." 

Since,  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death, it 
becomes  us  as  wise  and  prudent  men  to  make  ourselves 
familiar  with  the  subject  in  all  its  relations ; that  when 
our  turn  shall  come  to  die,  we  may  not  be  taken  by  sur- 
prise, or  be  unprepared  for  the  event.  I know  that  it  is  a 
painful  topic ; the  dying  hour,  when  the  heart  faints 
within  us,  when  the  light  is  no  longer  pleasant  to  the  eyes, 
and  the  voice  can  only  indistinctly  articulate  its  last  fare- 
w'ell  to  surviving  relatives  and  friends ; the  coffin,  the  wind- 
ing sheet,  the  solemn  silence  of  the  grave,  and  that  eter- 
nity which  lies  beyond,  are  all  so  gloomy  in  their  nature, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  the  soul  starts  back  from 
reflection,  and  seeks  employment  in  more  pleasing  scenes. 
But  still,  since  death  is  inevitable,  true  wisdom  suggests 
that  we  should  exercise  some  degree  of  violence  over  our- 
selves, and  prepare  to  meet  what  cannot  be  avoided. 

I would  not,  however,  be  thought  to  recommend  a con- 
tinual recurrence  to  the  subject  of  our  own  mortality,  a 
perpetual  banishment  of  the  mind  from  the  gayer  and 
happier  scenes  of  life,  into  the  dark  and  dreary  regions  of 
the  King  of  terrors ; far  from  it ; this  would  be  the  part 
of  folly,  not  of  wisdom.  By  such  mistaken  indulgence  of 
the  sorrows  of  life,  we  would  be  altogether  unfitted  for  its 
duties,  and  render  ourselves  incapable  of  a cool,  collected, 
rational  consideration  of  the  subject  of  death.  They  were 
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to  be  blamed,  who,  in  former  days,  adopted  voluntary 
methods  of  rendering  themselves  gloomy  and  sad  ; who 
used  to  retire  into  deserts,  shut  themselves  out  from 
society,  or  have  ever  presented  before  their  eyes,  some  ' 
image  or  representation  of  death.  Our  all-wise  Creator 
and  Governor  has  arranged  this  matter  in  the  allotments  of 
his  providence  with  infinite  wisdom,  and  in  a manner,  no 
doubt,  best  calculated  to  secure  all  the  ends  of  serious 
consideration,  without  interfering  with  the  active  duties  of 
life.  God  has  set  prosperity  and  adversity,  pleasure  and 
pain,  health  and  sickness,  one  over  against  another,  and 
given  to  the  children  of  men  this  wholesome  caution : 

In  the  time  of  prosperity,  rejoice;  but  in  the  day  of 
adversity,  consider.^’  Adversity  is  the  time  to  think  of 
trouble,  of  disease,  and  death.  Then  God  calls  us  to  serious 
and  devout  meditation.  His  voice  at  such  seasons,  is, 

Hear  ye  the  rod  it  has  a tongue  which  is  intended  to 
instruct  those  who  have  ears  to  hear  it : listen  to  its  admo- 
nition, and  be  wise. 

Such  an  occasion,  my  dear  friends,  has  recently  occur- 
red among  us.  God  has  come  into  our  congregation  and 
taken  away  from  our  midst,  one  of  its  most  prominent  and 
beloved  members.  He  has  come  into  one  of  our  families 
and  removed  an  affectionate  husband,  a tender  parent,  an 
invaluable  friend.  After  a few  days  illness,  his  beauty  has 
consumed  away,  and  that  majestic  form  which  lately 
seemed  endued  with  strength  to  have  resisted  the  attacks 
of  many  diseases,  has  sunk  under  the  assault  of  one,  so 
secret  and  undefined,  that  our  most  eminent  physicians 
could  not  discover  its  seat.  All  that  remains  of  the  mortal 
part  of  him  whom  we  lament,  is  now  deposited  in  yonder 
tomb,  there  to  rest  until  the  morning  of  the  resurrection. 

Surely  no  one  will  deny  that  this  is  an  occurrence  which 
calls  upon  us,  his  fellow  citizens,  and  the  members  of  this 


5 


congregation,  to  pause  and  to  consider;  to  remember, 
that  it  is  appointed  to  us  too,  to  die;  and  to  inquire 
what  preparation  we  ought  to  make  for  such  an  event. 
Our  departed  friend  was  extensively  known,  universally 
esteemed,  and  is  lamented  by  us  all.  The  voice  of  this 
Providence  is,  prepare  for  death.  Se  ye  also  ready ^ 
for  in  such  an  hour  as  ye  think  not,  the  Son  of  Man 
comethy 

Allow  me  then  to  call  your  serious  attention  to  the 
words  which  I have  selected  for  your  meditation  this 
morning.  It  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but 
after  this  the  judgment.” 

\ 

I.  If  it  be  appointed,  by  whom  is  the  appointment 
made?  Even  by  him  who  created  man  upon  the  earth.  It 
is  not  the  result  of  any  natural  and  physical  necessity  that 
we  die.  All  things,  now  indeed,  are  subject  to  decay, 
and  man  among  the  rest ; but  it  need  not  to  have  been  so. 
God,  who  m.ade  the  world  and  all  things  that  are  therein, 
could  by  the  same  power  have  preserved  every  part  in  its 
original  beauty  and  perpetual  youth.  That  it  is  not  so,  is 
the  elfects  of  a curse  pronounced  upon  it,  for  many  trans- 
gressions ; and  remains  as  a signal  manifestation  of  God’s 
displeasure  against  sin.  That  we  die,  is  an  appointment, 
a decree,  a sentence  of  Almighty  God,  pronounced  by  him 
upon  the  family  of  mankind.  Thou  turnest  man  to 
destruction  ;”  and  again  thou  sayest,  return  again,  ye 
children  of  men.”  While  we  are  in  this  world,  we  are 
exposed  to  this  sentence  of  death,  the  righteous  penalty  of 
a holy  law.  When  we  die,  the  sentence  is  executed  on 
the  body  ; we  are  removed  as  it  were  by  the  officer  of 
justice  into  the  presence  of  God,  that  he  may  pass  his 
judgment  upon  us,  whether  for  heaven  or  hell. 
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In  this  world,  we  are  in  a state  of  probation,  and  enjoy 
a season  of  respite,  in  order  to  see  whether  we  will  avail 
ourselves  of  the  provisions  of  mercy  which  have  been 
made,  escape  death  and  live  for  ever.  God  is  waiting  to 
see  the  result  of  this  trial ; when  it  is  fully  made,  he  will 
send  for  us  to  appear  before  his  bar,  and  answer  for  the 
deeds  done  in  the  body.  The  death  referred  to  in  the 
text,  is  our  removal  hence,  and  closes  for  ever  the  season 
of  our  probation.  It  is  manifest,”  says  Dwight,  that 
some  removal  from  this  world  is  a necessary  part  of  such  a 
system,  as  that  under  which  we  live.  A probation  involves 
in  its  nature  a close.  It  refers  to  a trial  at  that  close,  by 
which  the  character  of  the  man  who  has  gone  through  the 
probation  shall  be  finally  settled,  as  good  or  evil,  as  acquit- 
ted or  condemned.” 

II.  The  removal  of  mankind  out  of  this  world  by  death, 
is  a penal  appointment,  and  is  expressive  of  the  manner 
in  which  God  regards  the  sinful  children  of  men.  It  will 
be  admitted,  I presume,  that  all  the  circumstances  which 
precede  and  accompany  our  dissolution,  are  ordered  of 
God,  i.  e.  that  they  are  determined  to  be  as  they  are,  by 
his  providence.  This  being  granted,  we  argue  that  the 
manner  of  our  death,  proclaims  to  the  ear  of  reason  the 
humiliating  fact,  that  we  have  forfeited  the  favour  of  God, 
and  that  for  our  offences,  he  thus  signifies  his  displeasure. 
The  same  remark  will  apply  to  all  those  sicknesses,  pains, 
and  fevers,  which  usually  precede  the  act  of  separation 
from  life.  The  mere  circumstance  of  man’s  removal  from 
the  earth,  I admit,  proves  nothing  : but,  that  he  should 
be  removed  under  the  circumstances  which  he  is,  proves 
incontestably,  that  God  is  angry  with  our  race,  and  signi- 
fies such  disapprobation  even  towards  the  most  virtuous 
and  holy.  He  sees  enough  of  sin  in  the  most  eminently 


pious  of  mankind,  to  justify  the  appointment,  not  only  of 
death,  as  the  manner  of  our  removal,  but  also  of  all  those 
painful  attendants  by  which  it  is  usually  preceded  and 
accompanied.  If  mankind  had  all  left  the  world  as  Enoch 
did,  or  Elijah  in  a chariot  of  fire,  amid  signal  indications 
of  Jehovah’s  favour,  who  could  resist  the  conviction  while 
he  beheld  such  an  apotheosis,  that  the  characters  of  men 
were  approved  of  God  ? If  this  be  so,  does  it  not  appear 
equally  plain,  when  we  behold  our  fellow  creatures, 
through  life  contending  with  ten  thousand  causes  of  death; 
keeping  up  a perpetual  warfare  with  the  various  diseases 
which  flesh  is  heir  to,  and  when  they  can  hold  out  no 
longer,  reluctantly  yielding  to  the  hated  enemy ; when 
we  look  upon  their  wasted  strength,  their  emaciated  frame, 
their  pale  countenances,  their  sunken  glassy  eyes,  their 
struggles,  their  convulsions,  their  agonies  in  giving  up  the 
ghost ; does  it  not  appear  perfectly  manifest,  that  he  who 
ordereth  this  sad  array  of  circumstances,  has  cause  to  be 
offended  with  his  creatures,  and  means  thereby  to  express 
his  views  of  their  condition  ? 

When  the  believer  in  Jesus  Christ  dies,  he  suffers  the 
penalty  of  death  so  far  as  the  body  is  concerned,  although 
the  sentence  against  his  soul  is  reversed  by  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  death  and  intercession  of  his  adorable  Re- 
deemer. The  body  dies,  because  of  sin  ; but  the  spirit  is 
alive,  because  of  righteousness : even  the  righteousness  of 
another.  Through  faith  he  lives,  though  in  faith  he  dies. 
He  sees  death  in  the  flesh,  and  experiences  the  same  pains 
and  sorrows  in  dying,  with  other  men  ; but  in  the  spirit, 
his  better  and  immortal  part,  he  shall  never  see  death. 

III.  As  death  is  an  appointment  of  God,  and  a penal 
appointment,  so  also,  it  is  universal.  It  is  appointed  unto 
men,  {all  men)  once  to  die.  Two  exceptions,  only,  have 
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been  made  to  this  decree  ; the  rest,  even  all  that  have 
ever  lived,  with  all  the  living,  and  those  who  shall  come 
after  us,  unto  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ’s  final  appearing,  all, 
all  must  die.  God  has  determined  it : he  means  thereby, 
perpetually  to  signify  his  abhorrence  of  sin,  whereby  death 
came  into  this  world  ; and  none  of  us  need  expect  to  be 
exempted.  This  view  of  the  case  is  strikingly  and  feel- 
ingly presented  in  the  14th  chapter  of  Job.  Mafi  that 
is  born  of  a woman^  is  of  few  days  and  full  of  trouble. 
He  cometh  forth  as  a flower  and  is  cut  down  : he  fleeth 
also  as  a shadow,  and  continueth  not.  Seeing  his  days 
are  determined,  the  number  of  his  months  are  with  thee, 
thou  hast  appointed  his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pass. 
There  is  hope  of  a tree,  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will 
sprout  again,  and  that  the  tender  branch  thereof  will  not 
cease.  Though  the  root  thereof  wax  old  in  the  earth, 
and  the  stock  thereof  die  in  the  ground  ; yet,  through  the 
scent  of  water,  it  will  bud  and  bring  forth  boughs  like  a 
plant.  But  man  dieth  and  wasteth  away ; yea,  man 
giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he  ? As  the  waters 
fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood  de'cayeth  and  drieth  up  : 
so  m'an  lieth  down  and  riseth  not : till  the  heavens  be  no 
more,  they  shall  not  awake  nor  be  raised  out  of  their 
sleep?'  Where  are  the  men  of  the  last  generation?  Our 
fathers  and  their  contemporaries?  They  are  all  laid  in 
the  dust,  the  clods  of  the  earth  do  cover  them  : it  was 
appointed  that  they  should  die,  and  the  decree  has  been 
executed.  We  too,  and  those  who  with  us  are  now  mov- 
ing upon  life’s  busy  stage,  and  each  one  performing  the 
part  allotted  him,  will  soon  follow  our  beloved  and  lamented 
friend,  who  but  recently  occupied  one  of  those  seats,  and 
filled  an  important  station  in  the  society  of  which  he  was 
one  of  its  brightest  ornaments.  Once  more  under  this 
head — 
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IV.  Death,  though  an  appointment  which  has  long  been 
in  force,  and  which  has  signified  the  Divine  displeasure 
against  sin  through  many  ages,  will  not  last  always.  The  ap- 
pointment which  consigns  man  to  the  dust,  from  whence  he 
was  taken,  is  a temporary  one.  When  the  mediatorial  dis- 
pensation of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  shall  come  to  an  end. 
Death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  victory.”  This  earth 
has  indeed  long  been  a Golgotha,  strewed  with  the  bones 
of  Death’s  victims ; a vast  cemetry,  in  which,  generation 
after  generation  has  been  buried,  but  it  shall  be  reclaimed 
from  the  empire  of  the  King  of  Terrors,  and  converted 
into  a kingdom  of  the  Lord.  Long  has  it  heard  the  com- 
plaints of  the  afflicted,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying,  but 
then  it  will  resound  with  the  song  of  triumph,  Allelu- 
jah,for  the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reignethy  Where 
the  wicked  will  then  be  found,  we  know  not.  In  what 
dark  corner  of  Jehovah’s  empire  they  will  be  shut  up  in 
everlasting  unavailing  sorrow,  to  weep  and  lament  over 
their  mispent  lives  and  abused  mercies,  and  have  the 
smoke  of  their  torment  perpetually  ascending,  God  hath 
not  told  us.  One  thing  is  certain,  they  will  not  be  in  this 
paradise.  Therein  nothing  will  be  admitted  which  has  not 
been  washed  and  made  clean  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb. 
The  saints  shall  inherit  the  earth.  Then  will  the  impeni- 
tent and  the  unbelieving  be  compelled  to  say,  We  fools 
accounted  the  [good  man’s]  life  madness,  and  his  end  to 
be  without  honour.  But  now  is  he  numbered  among  the 
children  of  God,  and  his  lot  it  among  the  saints.  There- 
fore have  we  erred  from  the  way  of  truth,  and  the  light  of 
righteousness  hath  not  shined  to  us,  nor  the  Sun  of  Righ- 
teousness rose  upon  us.  We  wearied  ourselves  in  the  way 
of  wickedness  and  destruction  : yea,  we  have  gone  through 
deserts,  where  there  is  no  way  ; but,  as  for  the  way  of  the 

Lord,  we  have  not  known  it.  What  hath  pride  profited 
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US  ? or,  what  good  hath  riches  with  our  vaunting,  brought 
us  ? for  all  those  things  are  passed  away  like  a shadow, 
and  as  a post  that  hasteth  by.”  Wisdom,  v.  4 — 9. 

V.  I pass  to  observe  from  ray  text,  that  after  death,  a day 
of  judgment  is  also  appointed.  It  is  appointed  unto  men 
onee  to  die,  but  after  this  the  judgment.”  So  in  another 
place,  God  hath  appointed  a day  in  which  he  will 
judge  the  world  in  righteousness.” 

In  the  view  of  this  judgment,  how  trifling  and  yet 
how  important  do  the  affairs  of  men  appear.  Trifling, 
because  they  have  so  little  relation  to  the  solemnities  of 
that  day  ; important,  because  they  will  all  be  taken  into 
the  account  in  deciding  the  future  characters  and  condi- 
tion of  men.  Let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  judgment 
day  is  as  much  a matter  of  fixed  and  solemn  appointment, 
as  death  itself.  It  is  appointed  by  the  same  authority, 
and  forms  a part  of  the  same  grand  system  of  God’s  moral 
government.  This  life  is  a season  of  trial,  a day  of  pro- 
bation during  which  God  admonishes  the  children  of  men 
of  their  apostacy,  its  danger,  and  its  consequences.  By 
his  word  and  his  ministering  servants,  he  now  instructs 
them  how  they  may  regain  his  iavour,  and  be  secured  in 
an  immortality  of  glory.  Death  terminating  this  season, 
puts  an  end  to  this  trial,  and  introduces  the  judgment. 
That  day  is  appointed  to  determine  whether  they  have 
improved  the  knowledge  and  grace  which  were  vouchsafed 
them,  or  have  abused  or  despised  that  knowledge  and  that 
grace  : Whether  they  have  welcomed  the  counsel  of  God, 
and  repented  of  their  sins,  and  believed  the  gospel;  or, 
have  rejected  it,  and  lived  and  died  in  impenitence  and 
unbelief : Whether  they  have  by  patient  continuance  in 
well  doing,  sought  for  glory  and  honour,  and  immortality ; 
or,  have  been  contentious  and  have  not  obeyed  the  truth, 
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but  obeyed  unrighteousness:  Whether  they  have  made 
the  will  of  God  the  rule  of  their  conduct,  and  laboured, 
after  a conformity  to  his  holy  image ; or,  have  set  up  their 
own  will,  and  followed  the  counsel  of  our  own  depraved 
affections : Whether  they  have  endeavoured  to  be  useful 
in  the  world,  and  have  sought  to  advance  the  divine  glory 
by  a life  of  active  benevolence ; or,  have  spent  their  days 
in  doing  nothing  to  any  good  purpose,  and  lived  without 
God  and  without  Christ  in  the  world  : Whether  they  have 
followed  the  Saviour’s  example,  taken  up  his  cross,  and 
suffered  for  righteousness  sake ; or,  have  preferred  their 
own  ease,  and  gratified  their  own  inclinations.  The  day 
of  judgment  will  declare  it;  and  the  judicial  sentence  of 
Almighty  God  in  the  person  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  will 
forever  fix  their  destiny.  Solemn  consideration  ! Let  us 
endeavour  to  realize  it.  The  dead  have  passed  their  trial. 
Our  lamented  friend,  who  so  recently  left  us,  and  bid  fare- 
well to  family  and  acquaintance,  has  closed  the  day  of 
his  visitation.  His  account  with  God  for  time  and  talents, 
and  privileges,  is  now  to  be  settled  for  ever,  and  the 
result  will  be  declared  at  the  day  of  judgment.  Our  turn 
will  come  soon  ; we  cannot  expect  to  have  many  more  years 
of  probation ; it  may  be,  we  shall  not  have  another.  In 
the  death  of  him  whose  loss  we  deplore,  we  do  not  mourn 
as  those  who  are  without  hope.  If  his  life  had  been  more 
publicly  and  entirely  devoted  to  the  honour  and  glory  of 
God  ; if  he  had  confessed  Jesus  Christ  before  men,  and 
thrown  the  whole  weight  of  his  character  and  example  into 
the  scale  of  Christianity,  by  recommending  that  Saviour 
in  his  life,  to  whom  he  fled  for  refuge  in  death ; it  would 
have  afforded  the  Church  greater  satisfaction,  and  I verily 
believe,  would  have  been  more  according  to  his  own  feel- 
ings and  wishes  in  a dying  hour.  But  in  his  case,  the  day 
is  past  and  gone — the  night  of  death  is  come — the  noble 
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tree,  which  lately  spread  forth  its  branches  with  such  luxu- 
riance, and  under  whose  shadow  so  many  were  accus- 
tomed to  recline  with  affectionate  fondness,  has  fallen ; 
and  as  it  has  fallen,  so  must  it  lie  until  the  judgment.  O 
that  all  you  who  hear  me  this  day,  would  improve  the 
occasion,  employ  the  remnant  of  life  in  a suitable  prepara- 
tion for  death ; and  secure  while  you  may,  an  inheritance 
of  far  greater  value  than  any  earth  can  offer,  incorruptible, 
undefiled,  and  which  fadeth  not  away  in  the  heavens.  May 
God,  of  his  infinite  mercy,  sanctify  the  late  afflictive  dis- 
pensation of  his  providence  to  us  all.  From  the  grave  of 
one  we  all  loved,  may  we  look  forward  over  life’s  short 
remainder  and  make  ourselves  familiar  with  death,  an 
appointment  which  we  cannot  alter  and  anticipate  before- 
hand, our  own  part  in  the  solemnities  of  the  judgment 
day. 

With  what  inimitable  sublimity  do  the  sacred  writers 
represent  to  us  the  day  of  the  Lord.  I beheld  (says 
Daniel  in  vision,)  till  the  thrones  were  cast  down,  and  the 
Ancient  of  days  did  sit,  whose  garment  was  white  as  snow, 
and  the  hair  of  his  head  like  the  pure  wool ; his  throne  was 
like  the  fiery  flame,  and  his  wheels  as  burning  fire.  A 
fiery  stream  issued  and  came  forth  from  before  him ; thou- 
sand thousands  ministered  unto  him  ; and  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand  stood  before  him  : the  judgment  was 
set,  and  the  books  were  opened.”  The  hour  has  come 
when  they  that  sleep  in  the  dust  shall  awake  and  come 
forth  ; some  to  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and 
everlasting  contempt.”  All  that  are  in  their  graves  now 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  come  forth,  they  that 
have  done  good  to  the  resurrection  of  life ; and  they  that 
have  done  evil  to  the  resurrection  of  damnation,”  ^^The 
dead,  small  and  great,  will  stand  before  God.”  In  the 
view  of  the  solemnities  of  the  judgment  day,  how  momen- 
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I tons  do  the  affairs  of  this  life  appear.  Whether  we  regard 
lit  or  not,  all  our  volitions  and  consequent  actions  are  im- 
perceptibly forming  the  character  of  each  one  of  us  for 
I that  great  day,  when  we  shall  be  judged,  not  by  our  fellow 
mortals,  but  by  the  great  Jehovah.  Whether  we  have 
crept  along  through  life  unheeded  and  unknown,  in  the 
humble  vale  of  poverty,  or  been  borne  along  upon  the  full 
tide  of  a grateful  nation’s  popularity,  known,  valued  and 
applauded,  it  matters  not.  God  knoweth  how  to  determine 
! the  lot  for  each  of  his  creatures,  and  in  every  condition, 
there  are  abundant  opportunities  to  put  in  practice  the  high 
and  holy  principles  of  virtue,  and  to  cultivate  those  affec- 
tions which  sublimate  the  soul ; or  to  yield  up  ourselves  to 
i the  seductions  of  vice,  become  entangled  in  her  sophistries, 
j and  fall  victims  beneath  the  power  of  her  unresisted  sway. 

I In  that  day  every  man  will  stand  or  fall  by  his  own  charac- 
ter, self  formed  on  earth,  by  yielding  to  the  holy  influ- 
ences of  religion  ; or  submitting  to  the  destructive  power 
of  sin.  Again,  let  me  entreat  you,  my  respected  hearers, 
to  judge  your  own  selves,  that  you  may  not  be  condemned 
of  the  Lord.  It  becomes  me  to  remind  you  of  these  things, 
and  set  before  you  the  terrors,  as  well  as  the  hopes  of  the 
Lord.  My  only  motive  in  proposing  to  allude,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  to  the  late  bereavement  which  we  have  expe- 
rienced, was  the  sincere  desire,  that  God  would  bless  it,  by 
exciting  among  us  a more  consistent  attention  to  the  salva- 
tion of  our  souls.  I did  it  at  my  own  suggestion,  and  un- 
solicited. If  by  any  means  I may,  by  God’s  grace,  be  in- 
strumental, this  day  in  leading  any  of  you  here  present,  to 
a due  consideration  of  your  latter  end,  and  the  coming  of 
that  judgment  of  God,  which  is  appointed  and  cannot  be 
avoided,  I shall  deem  myself  abundantly  rewarded,  and  seek 
to  render  all  the  praise  to  Him  to  whom  it  is  due. 


14 


Again,  let  me  turn  your  attention  for  a moment  to  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ.  Every  thing  is  prepared  for  the 
final  decision.  The  Judge  is  seated  upon  his  throne,  and 
the  final  separation  is  about  to  take  place.  “All  nations  are 
gathered  before  him,  and  he  shall  separate  them  one  from 
the  other,  as  a shepherd  divideth  his  sheep  from  the 
goats.”  On  the  one  hand  will^be  assembled  together  those 
who  have  feared  God,  believed  in  the  name  of  his  Son,  and 
kept  his  commandments.  The  humble  followers  of  Jesus 
Christ  will  then  be  owned  in  the  presence  of  the  Father, 
and  of  all  the  holy  angels.  While  on  the  other  hand  will 
be  crowded  in  one  vast  congregation,  the  impenitent,  the 
unbelieving,  formalists,  and  hypocrites.  Nothing  will  now 
remain  but  the  final  sentence.  To  those  on  the  right  hand 
the  Judge  will  say,  “ Come,  ye  blessed  children  of  my  Fa- 
ther, inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you,  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world.”  But  to  those  on  the  left,  melancholy 
as  the  doom,  will  be,  infinite  truth  and  justice  requires  that 
they  should  be  condemned.  Then  will  he  say,  Depart 
from  me  ye  cursed  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels.”  “ From  this  all-important  era,  their 
happiness  or  misery  runs  on  in  one  uniform  uninterrupted 
tenor ; no  change,  no  gradation,  but  from  glory  to  glory  in 
the  scale  of  perfection,  or  from  depth  to  depth  in  misery. 
This  is  the  day  for  which  all  other  days  were  made,  for 
which  the  earth  was  called  from  nothing,  and  man  from 
earth  ; that  it  might  be  the  theatre  upon  which  the  great 
Creator  could  display  his  own  perfections.  Time  was,  but 
it  is  now  no  longer.  The  whole  of  Adam’s  race  are  ga- 
thered together  in  two  great  divisions  of  the  human  family, 
and  enter  upon  a duration  not  to  be  measured  any  more  by 
the  revolutions  of  the  heavens,  by  days,  or  months,  or 
years.  Now  eternity  begins.  An  everlasting  day;  an  ever- 
lasting night.  The  morning  of  this  day  and  the  evening  of 
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;his  night,  will  be  marked  by  the  execution  of  the  final  sen- 
tence : then  shall  the  wicked  go  away  into  everlasting 
Punishment,  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.^’ 

I have  now  concluded  what  I designed  to  say  to  you  from 
my  text.  I have  discharged  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
duty,  and  must  leave  the  effect  to  God,  and  your  own  souls. 
I regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  give  the  subject 
which  has  been  selected  for  the  occasion,  more  study  ; I 
lament  that  I have  not  been  enabled  to  deliver  my  thoughts 
in  a more  impressive  manner,  and  I shall  more  than  all  re- 
gret, if  what  has  been  said  shall  be  found  in  the  last  day 
to  have  been  as  water  spilled  on  the  ground.  One  thing 
sustains  my  own  spirit;  let  the  event  be  as  it  will,  I have 
begun,  continued,  and  ended  this  work  in  prayer,  and  in 
reliance  upon  the  help  of  God.  May  his  blessing  follow 
what  has  been  said. 

Before  I close,  permit  me  to  address  a few  words  to  the 
family,  and  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased  ; it  will  afford 
me  an  opportunity  to  advert  to  some  particulars  in  the  life 
and  death  of  our  departed  friend,  which  could  not  be  so 
well  introduced  before.  To  the  widow  and  children,  and 
relatives  of  the  deceased,  I would  say,  in  the  name  of  this 
whole  congregation,  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  you  in 
your  affliction.  We  know  that  it  is  not  possible  for  those 
who  did  not  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the  deceased  with 
yourselves,  fully  to  appreciate  the  depth  of  that  wound 
which  has  been  inflicted  upon  your  hearts,  or  the  amount 
of  that  sorrow  which  weighs  down  your  spirits.  Yet  the 
most  of  us  have  had  our  trials,  and  by  the  help  of  the  ima- 
gination we  can  place  ourselves  in  your  situation.  We  mourn 
your  loss,  and  it  will  mitigate  though  it  cannot  remove  your 
grief,  to  know  that  many  hearts  respond  to  your  sighs,  and 
that  many  tears  are  shed  over  the  memory  of  him  you  de- 
plore. It  cannot  fail  to  be  a source  of  pleasing  reflection 
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to  you,  that  the  recollection  of  the  deceased  will  be  held  in 
grateful  remembrance  by  all  who  knew  him:  that  even  his 
political  opponents,  have  with  one  accord  united  with  his 
friends  in  awarding  to  him  the  character  of  an  upright 
man.  As  a politician  and  a public  man,  it  does  not  become 
me  to  speak  of  the  deceased.  My  office  forbids  that  I 
should  ever  venture  upon  the  troubled  sea  of  politics,  and 
my  inclination  prompts  me  to  leave  such  matters  to  those 
who  are  better  qualified  and  well  disposed  to  decide  upon 
the  affairs  of  state.  This  much  I think  I may  say,  without 
presuming  to  interfere,  that  I do  not  believe  the  country 
boasts  a purer  patriot  than  the  departed,  or  that  he  has 
left  behind  him  one  who  does  adhere  more  religiously  to 
what  he  counted  the  purest  political  principles. 

But  it  is  to  the  circumstances  which  transpired  during 
his  last  illness,  that  I desire  more  particularly  to  call  your 
attention,  because  I consider  them  better  suited  to  your 
present  griefs,  and  more  replete  with  salutary  instruction. 
You  will  recollect,  from  the  time  when  he  was  seized  by 
his  last  fatal  disease,  that  he  had  a presentiment  that  he 
would  not  recover.  This  he  expressed,  over  and  over 
again,  to  his  physician,  and  to  those  who  were  about  his 
dying  bed.  Whence  such  impressions  proceed,  (for  they 
are  evidently  something  more  than  what  appears  in  or- 
dinary cases,)  it  would  be  foreign  to  my  purpose  now  to 
inquire.  One  thing  is  certain,  they  must  have  a cause,  and 
I know  not  that  there  is  any  superstition  in  ascribing  them 
to  the  agency  of  friendly  spirits,  commissioned  from  above 
to  prepare  the  soul,  which  is  about  to  be  removed  from  its 
earthly  habitation,  for  the  important  change.  Whether  this 
be  so  or  not,  you  will  bear  me  witness,  that  the  last  days  of 
the  deceased  were  remarkably  distinguished  by  the  exer- 
cise of  religious  affections,  and  the  most  unequivocal  pro- 
fession of  his  faith  and  hope  in  Jesus  Christ.  You  will  re- 
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member  that  when  I inquired  what  was  the  state  of  his 
mind  in  the  view  of  death;  he  immediately  replied  with 
much  emotion,  I have  cast  myself  upon  the  mercies  of 
God,  and  my  mind  does  not  misgive  me.”  When  reminded 
that  it  is  only  in  and  through  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ, 
that  God  is  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  who  was 
wounded  for  our  transgressions,  and  bruised  for  our  iniqui- 
ties, and  upon  whom  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  has 
been  laid,  he  answered,  '^^that  is  the  ground  of  ray  confi- 
dence,” or  words  to  this  effect.  And  again,  when  asked 
only  two  hours  before  his  spirit  fled,  whether  his  peace  re- 
mained, you  will  recollect  he  said,  Yes,  I have  no  trou- 
ble.” These  circumstances  are  full  of  consolation;  I rejoice 
in  them  as  one  not  without  hope;  and  I would  have  you 
who  will  see  his  face  no  more,  nor  hear  from  his  lips  the 
comforting  assurance  of  his  hopes,  to  seek  your  own  prepa- 
ration for  death  there,  where  alone  it  is  to  be  found ; in 
sincere  repentance,  and  in  an  humble  reliance  upon  God’s 
mercy  in  Jesus  Christ.  May  you  long  cherish  the  remem- 
brance of  his  parting  advice,  make  religion’s  ways  your 
path  through  life;  find  her  consolations  in  the  trying  hour 
of  death,  and  through  her  holy  influence  be  prepared  for  a 
happy  immortality  in*  the  heavens. 

Friends  of  the  deceased,  many  of  you  have  been  his  com- 
panions and  associates  in  private  and  in  public  life,  and  know 
full  well  how  to  estimate  his  private  and  his  public  virtues; 
permit  me  to  hold  up  his  example,  in  a single  point  of 
light,  as  worthy  of  your  closest  imitation.  He  always 
greatly  respected  the  religion  of  the  Gospel,  its  services, 
its  professors,  its  ordinances.  He  was  no  stranger  to  the 
arguments  by  which  infidelity  would  undermine  not  only 
the  fabric  of  Christianity,  but  likewise  pull  down  the  pil- 
lars of  social  order ; neither  was  he  unacquainted  with  those 
various  systems  of  false  religion,  which  degrade  the  Son 
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of  God  to  the  level  of  created  intelligences,  trample  un- 
der foot  the  merit  of  his  blood,  or  unscripturally  and  inde- 
finitely extend  it  to  the  subversion  of  the  eternal  princi- 
ples of  truth,  holiness  and  justice  ; but  he  discarded  them 
all,  and  fixed  his  faith  intelligently  and  decidedly  in  the 
great  evangelical  doctrines  of  the  Gospel.  To  these  he 
adhered  to  the  last,  and  found  that  they  were  exactly  suit- 
ed to  his  necessity.  On  this  rock  he  stood  unmoved,  when 
the  last  conflict  came,  and  in  the  strength  of  these  princi- 
ples, calmly  and  confidently  awaited  the  assault  of  death, 
and  took  his  leave  of  the  world.  To  you  I would  say,  go 
and  do  likewise;  think  me  not  obtrusive  in  giving  this 
counsel.  Say  not  I am  acting  from  interested  motives.  God 
forbid;  He  is  my  witness  that  I am  sincere.  I love  the 
truth,  and  would  recommend  it  to  all  the  world.  I desire 
the  happiness  of  my  fellow  creatures,  particularly  of  you 
here  present,  many  of  whom  I esteem  it  a privilege  to 
number  among  my  personal  friends ; I therefore  wish  that 
you  may  profess  the  true  faith,  and  build  your  hopes  upon 
a right  foundation.  In  social  life  your  friend  has  left  you 
an  excellent  example ; follow  him  through  all  the  varied 
relations  of  husband,  father,  brother,  neighbour  and  citizen 
of  the  republic ; but  above  all,  follow  him  in  his  adherence 
to  truth,  and  in  commending  yourselves  in  life  and  in  death, 
to  the  same  tender  mercies  of  God : revealed  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  freely  offered  to  all  who  are  not  too  proud  to  re- 
ceive them.  My  heart’s  desire  and  prayer  to  God  in  your 
behalf  will  be  that  you  may  live  a Christian  life,  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  and  that  your  last  end  may  be 
peace. 

Philadelphia,  May  8,  1S31. 


